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1. Introduction 

• 

Figure 1: Evolution of transport activity and GDP in the EU (1995=100) 

 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. Passengers: 

passenger cars, powered two-wheelers, buses / coaches, tram / metro, rail, intra-EU air, intra-EU sea. 

Goods: road, rail, inland waterways, oil pipelines, intra-EU air, intra-EU sea. pkm: passenger-kilometre. 

tkm: tonne-kilometre.  

 

(1) European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. 
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Figure 1

 2

• 

 

 

(2) Eurostat. Extra-EU trade since 2000 by mode of transport, by HS2-4-6 [ds-059334]. 

(3) European Commission. EU-Ukraine Solidarity Lanes (updated on 24 April 2026). 

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-assistance-ukraine/eu-

ukraine-solidarity-lanes_en# 

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-assistance-ukraine/eu-ukraine-solidarity-lanes_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-assistance-ukraine/eu-ukraine-solidarity-lanes_en
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(4) European Commission (9 September 2025). https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-

events/news/eu-and-moldova-extend-road-transport-agreement-2025-09-19_en 

(5) European Commission. https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-

sanctions-against-russia-following-invasion-ukraine/sanctions-transport_en 

(6) European Commission. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/eu-mobility-transport-achievements-

2019-2024/standing-ukraine_en 

(7) https://transition-pathways.europa.eu/tourism/news/help-shape-eus-2026-sustainable-

tourism-strategy 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-and-moldova-extend-road-transport-agreement-2025-09-19_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-and-moldova-extend-road-transport-agreement-2025-09-19_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-sanctions-against-russia-following-invasion-ukraine/sanctions-transport_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-sanctions-against-russia-following-invasion-ukraine/sanctions-transport_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/eu-mobility-transport-achievements-2019-2024/standing-ukraine_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/eu-mobility-transport-achievements-2019-2024/standing-ukraine_en
https://transition-pathways.europa.eu/tourism/news/help-shape-eus-2026-sustainable-tourism-strategy
https://transition-pathways.europa.eu/tourism/news/help-shape-eus-2026-sustainable-tourism-strategy
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Figure 2: Activity and modal split of intra-EU freight transport (1995-2023) 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. tkm: tonne-kilometre. 

The share of aviation, around 0.1%, is too little to clearly appear in the graphs. 

Figure 3: Activity and modal split of intra-EU passenger transport (1995-2023) 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. pkm: passenger-

kilometre.  

 

(8) “Intra-EU transport” includes land as well as domestic & intra-EU aviation and maritime 

transport. 
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Figure 4: Modal split of inland freight 
transport in the EU (2023) 

 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in 

figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. Shares 

based on tkm. 

Figure 5: Modal split of inland passenger 
transport in the EU (2023)  

 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in 

figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. Shares 

based on pkm. 

 

(9) “Inland transport” covers only land-based transport modes. The modal split of powered 2-

wheelers is not reflected at Member State level but would account for 2.2% for the EU. The 

share of other modes would then be: passenger cars (80.2%), buses & coaches (8%), 

railways (8.2%) and tram & metro (1.4%). Please refer to the Statistical pocketbook (table 

2.3.3.) for additional details. 
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2. Competitiveness of the EU transport system 

2.1. European competitiveness framework 

10

 

(10) European Commission. A competitiveness compass for the EU (COM(2025) 30 final). 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025DC0030 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025DC0030
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13

2.2. Single European Transport Area (SETA) 

 

(11) European Commission. COM(2025) 95 final of 5 March 2025. https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0095 

(12) European Commission. Automotive package. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-

themes/action-plan-future-automotive-sector/automotive-package_en 

(13) European Commission. EU Ports Strategy / EU Industrial Maritime Strategy. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/maritime/eu-ports-and-industrial-maritime-

strategies_en 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0095
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0095
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/action-plan-future-automotive-sector/automotive-package_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/action-plan-future-automotive-sector/automotive-package_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/maritime/eu-ports-and-industrial-maritime-strategies_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/maritime/eu-ports-and-industrial-maritime-strategies_en
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2.2.1. Road 

16

 

(14) See for instance the b-solutions initiative, led by the Association of European Border 

Regions (AEBR) and the European Commission (DG REGIO), which gathered data on 

cross-border cooperation and the legal and administrative obstacles that still pose limit to 

the interactions between neighbouring regions within Europe. 165 different border 

obstacles are compiled into several publications. https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/ 

(15) European Commission. Identifying the untapped potential of completing key aspects of the 

Single European Transport Area (SETA) and of extending it to candidate countries – Final 

report. https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2832/5389296 

(16) European Commission. Mobility Package I. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-

modes/road/mobility-package-i_en 

https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2832/5389296
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/road/mobility-package-i_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/road/mobility-package-i_en
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 17

2.2.2. Rail 

 

(17) Directive (EU) 2023/2661 of 22 November 2023 amending Directive 2010/40/EU on the 

framework for the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems in the field of road transport 

and for interfaces with other modes of transport.  

(18) Commission Implementing Decision 2024/6798 of 12 November 2024.  

(19) https://transport.ec.europa.eu/passenger-package_en 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/passenger-package_en
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Figure 6: Market share of all but the principal rail undertaking (2022) 

 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. Not applicable to 

Cyprus and Malta (no railways) nor to Ireland and Luxembourg (no competition in either freight or 

passenger market). 2021 figures were used for SK and RO, and 2020 figures for PT. 

 

(20)  European Commission. Fourth Railway Package of 2016. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/railway-packages/fourth-railway-

package-2016_en 

(21) The principle of mandatory tendering for public service contracts in rail applies since end of 

December 2023. 

(22) European Commission. SWD (2025) 239 final, PART 2/2 of 30 July 2025. 

(23) Regulation 1370/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 

on public passenger transport services by rail and by road and repealing Council 

Regulations (EEC) Nos 1191/69 and 1107/70. 

  

   

   

   

   

    

                                              

                

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/railway-packages/fourth-railway-package-2016_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/railway-packages/fourth-railway-package-2016_en


Transport and tourism in the European Union 

23 

24 25

2.2.3. Air 

 

 

(24) European Train Control System (ETCS) is the signalling component of ERTMS, providing 

automatic train protection and in-cab signalling. 

(25) Global System for Mobile communication – Railways (GSM-R) is the dedicated radio 

communication system for railway operations and the data bearer for ETCS Levels 2 and 3. 

(26) European Commission. ERTMS – State of Play. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-

modes/rail/ertms/state-play_en 

(27) European Commission. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/ertms/state-

play/deployment-status-country_en 

(28) DAC is a type of railway coupling systems enabling automated coupling of railcars, 

integrating not only mechanical but also pneumatic, electrical, and digital connections in a 

single operation. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/ertms/state-play_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/ertms/state-play_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/ertms/state-play/deployment-status-country_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/rail/ertms/state-play/deployment-status-country_en
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29

2.2.4. Waterborne 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30

 

(29) European Commission. Single European Sky. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-

modes/air/single-european-sky_en 

(30) European Commission. European Maritime Single Window Environment. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/maritime/eu-wide-digital-maritime-system-

and-services/european-maritime-single-window-environment_en 

(31) European Commission. NAIADES III action plan. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-

modes/inland-waterways/promotion-inland-waterway-transport/naiades-iii-action-plan_en 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/air/single-european-sky_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/air/single-european-sky_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/maritime/eu-wide-digital-maritime-system-and-services/european-maritime-single-window-environment_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/maritime/eu-wide-digital-maritime-system-and-services/european-maritime-single-window-environment_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/inland-waterways/promotion-inland-waterway-transport/naiades-iii-action-plan_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/inland-waterways/promotion-inland-waterway-transport/naiades-iii-action-plan_en
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3. Sustainable and smart mobility 

3.1. Externalities of transport 

32

3.1.1. Accidents 

3.1.2. Air pollution 

 33

 

(32) European Commission. Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport, CE Delft, INFRAS, 

Ricardo, Wijngaarden, L. v. et al., Sustainable transport infrastructure charging and 

internalisation of transport externalities – Executive summary, Publications Office, 2019, 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2832/246834  

(33) There is a generally complex and non-linear relationship between direct emissions of air 

pollutants, their overall concentration in the atmosphere (which affects air quality) and their 

 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2832/246834
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Figure 7

34

Figure 7: Emissions of pollutants from transport in the European Union (1990=100) 

Source: European Environment Agency. Emissions of air pollutants from transport in Europe. 

3.1.3. Noise pollution 

 35

 
impact on human health. Please refer to the EEA website for further details, notably: 

European Environment Agency. Sustainability of Europe’s mobility systems: Air pollution. 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/sustainability-of-europes-mobility-

systems/air-pollution 

(34) Directive (EU) 2024/2881 of 23 October 2024 on ambient air quality and cleaner air for 

Europe (recast). Official Journal of the European Union, L 2024/2881, 20 November 2024. 

(35) European Environment Agency (EEA). Sustainability of Europe’s mobility systems: 

Transport noise. https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/sustainability-of-

europes-mobility-systems/transport-noise 
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‑

3.1.4. Climate change 

 37

Figure 8: Transport-GHG emissions by transport mode in the EU (1990-2023) 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025.  

 

 

(36) European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). European Maritime Transport Environmental 

Report 2025 (EMTER 2025). https://www.emsa.europa.eu/emter.html 

(37) European Environment Agency (EEA, 31 October 2024). Greenhouse gas emissions from 

transport in Europe. https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/greenhouse-gas-

emissions-from-transport 
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3.1.5. Congestion 

Figure 9

Figure 9: Average peak-hour delay per representative driver in the EU (hours/year, 2023) 

European Commission. Joint Research Centre. Calculations based on TomTom data. 
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3.2. Energy consumption and decarbonisation 

3.2.1. Energy consumption and transport fuel mix 

 38

Figure 10

Figure 11

 

(38) Eurostat.Complete energy balances [nrg_bal_c] 
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Figure 10: Energy consumption in transport by type of fuel in the EU, evolution and 
breakdown 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Including international aviation, 

maritime transport, and pipelines. Percentages based on thousands of tonnes of oil equivalents. 

Figure 11: Energy consumption in the transport sector in 2024, by mode 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Including international aviation, 

maritime transport, and pipelines. Percentages based on thousands of tonnes of oil equivalents. 
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39

Figure 12: Share of energy from renewable sources used in transport by country in 2024 

 

Source: European Environment Agency (EEA). Share of energy from renewable sources used in transport 

by country. Estimated values only (November 2025). 

 

 

(39) European Environment Agency (EAA). Share of energy from renewable sources used in 

transport by country. https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/use-of-renewable-

energy-for 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/use-of-renewable-energy-for
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/use-of-renewable-energy-for
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• 

 

Figure 13: Final energy consumption of road transport in the EU (1990-2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Final energy consumption in 

thousands of tonnes of oil equivalents. 

Figure 14: Final energy consumption of road transport in the EU by fuel type (2005, 2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Percentages based on thousands 

of tonnes of oil equivalents. 
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• 

Figure 15: Final energy consumption of rail transport in the EU (1990-2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Final energy consumption in 

thousands of tonnes of oil equivalents. 

Figure 16: Final energy consumption of rail transport in the EU by fuel type (2005, 2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Percentages based on thousands 

of tonnes of oil equivalents. 

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

                                

        

                                                             

                                                                     

        
          
          
   

     

    

     

    

        
          
          
   

     

         

    



Transport and tourism in the European Union 

34 

•  

Figure 17: Energy consumption of aviation in the EU (1990-2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Energy consumption in thousands 

of tonnes of oil equivalents. 

Figure 18: Energy consumption of aviation in the EU by type of fuel (2005, 2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Percentages based on thousands 

of tonnes of oil equivalents. 
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• 

Figure 19: Energy consumption of waterborne transport in the EU (1990-2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Energy consumption in thousands 

of tonnes of oil equivalents. 

Figure 20: Energy consumption of waterborne transport in the EU by fuel type (2005, 
2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Complete energy balances – Annual data [nrg_bal_c]. Percentages based on thousands 

of tonnes of oil equivalents. 
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3.2.2. Low and zero-emission vehicles, vessels, aircraft 

• 

40

Figure 21: Average CO2 emissions from 
new passenger cars in Europe 
(gCO2/km, 2000-2024) 

Source: EEA. Average CO₂ emissions from new 

passenger cars. NEDC: New European Driving 

Cycle. WLTP: Worldwide Harmonised Light 

Vehicle Test Procedure.  

Figure 22

 

(40)  European Environment Agency (EEA). CO2 emissions performance of new passenger cars 

in Europe. https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/co2-performance-of-new-

passenger 
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Figure 22: Uptake of zero and low emissions passenger cars (left) and share in new 
registrations (right) 

 

Source: European Alternative Fuels Observatory (May 2026). 

Figure 23

Figure 23: Alternatively fuelled passenger cars in the total fleet (2017-2025) 

 

Source: European Alternative Fuel Observatory (May 2026). BEV: Battery Electric Vehicles, PHEV: Plug-in 

Hybrid Electric Vehicles, H2: Hydrogen, LPG: Liquefied Petroleum Gas, CNG: Compressed Natural Gas, 

LNG: Liquefied Natural Gas.  

 

(41) International Energy Agency (IEA, 2026). Global EV Outlook 2026: Moving towards 

increased affordability. https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2026 

                                                                                       

         

         

         

         

          

          

          

                    
  

  

  

  

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

                    

    

    

    

    

    

                                    

                  

https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2026


Transport and tourism in the European Union 

38 

Figure 24: BEV passenger cars as a percentage of the total fleet (2025) 

 

Source: European Alternative Fuels Observatory (May 2026). 

Figure 25: Zero and low emissions passenger cars in new registrations (%, 2025) 

  

Source: European Alternative Fuel Observatory (May 2026).

Figure 26   

Figure 26: Uptake of zero and low 
emissions vans in the EU 

 

Source: European Alternative Fuel Observatory 

(May 2026). 
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Figure 27: Share of zero and low emissions vans in total fleet (left) and shares in new 
registrations (right) 

Source: European Alternative Fuel Observatory (May 2026).

Figure 28: Uptake of zero and low emissions buses and coaches (left) and shares in new 
registrations (right)  

 

Source: European Alternative Fuels Observatory (May 2026).  

Figure 29: Uptake of zero and low emissions trucks and lorries (left) and shares in new 
registrations (right) 

 

Source: European Alternative Fuels Observatory (May 2026).  
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• 

43

• 

 44

 45

- 

- 

- 

 

(42) Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 Joint Undertaking, Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking, Garrison, F., 

Andrae, P., Erofeeva, S. et al., Study on the use of fuel cells and hydrogen in the railway 

environment, Publications Office, 2019, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2881/495604 

(43) European Union Agency for Railways (ERA, 2024). Rail Environmental Report 2024. 

https://www.era.europa.eu/content/2024-rail-environmental-report 

(44) European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA, 2025). European Aviation Environmental 

Report 2025.https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/domains/environment/eaer 

(45) European Alternative Fuels Observatory. Alternative fuelled aircraft. 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2881/495604
https://www.era.europa.eu/content/2024-rail-environmental-report
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/domains/environment/eaer
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• 

46

- 

- 
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- 

- 

 

(46) European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) & European Environment Agency (EEA). 

European Maritime Transport Environmental Report 2025. 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/maritime-transport-2025 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/maritime-transport-2025
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3.3.1. 

47

 

(47) European Commission. Technologies and digitalisation in transport. https://digital-

strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/technologies-digitalisation-transport 

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/technologies-digitalisation-transport
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/technologies-digitalisation-transport
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3.3.2. Evolving mobility patterns 

 48

 49

 50

 

 

(48) COM(2021) 811 final of 14 December 2021. 

(49) European Commission. EU Mission: Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities. https://research-

and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-

calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en 

(50) European Commission. EU institutions commit to boost cycling across Europe. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-institutions-commit-boost-cycling-

across-europe-2024-04-03_en 

(51) COM(2025) 566 final of 30 September 2025. 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-institutions-commit-boost-cycling-across-europe-2024-04-03_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/eu-institutions-commit-boost-cycling-across-europe-2024-04-03_en
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52

 (Figure 

30).  

 53  54

 (Figure 31).  

Figure 30: Number of trips and travel 
distance (in km) per person per day in 
urban areas (2021) 

 

Source: European Commission. Study on New 

Mobility Patterns in European Cities (55). 

 

(52) The European Commission is currently carrying a follow-up study on the results of this 

survey, through further disaggregation and analysis of mobility patterns. 

(53) Service which allows the passenger to ask for a car and driver to come immediately and 

take you somewhere. 

(54) Arrangement through websites or mobile apps, in which a passenger travels in a private 

vehicle driven by its owner, heading in the same direction for a fee or for free. 

(55) European Commission (2022). Study on New Mobility Patterns in European Cities: Task A 

– EU-wide passenger mobility survey. https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2832/728583 

Figure 31: Use of new mobility services 
in the EU (2021) 

 

Source: European Commission. Study on New 

Mobility Patterns in European Cities (2022). 
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4. Resilience and connectivity of the network 

4.1. Trans-European transport network (TEN-T) 

56

Figure 32

 

(56) European Commission. Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T). 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/infrastructure-and-investment/trans-

european-transport-network-ten-t_en 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/infrastructure-and-investment/trans-european-transport-network-ten-t_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/infrastructure-and-investment/trans-european-transport-network-ten-t_en
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Figure 32: Revised TEN-T schematic map 

European Commission. TEN-T Schematic Map of the European Transport Corridors (2024). 
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4.2. Military mobility 

4.3. Infrastructure developments and investments 

4.3.1. State of play of transport infrastructure 

• 

 

(57) European Commission. Military Mobility Package. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-

themes/military-mobility_en 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/military-mobility_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/military-mobility_en
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Figure 33: Number of electric recharging points in the European Union (2020-2025) 

Source: European Alternative Fuels Observatory (May 2026). 

Figure 34: Number of alternative fuel recharging stations in the EU (2020-2025)  

 

Source: European Alternative Fuels Observatory (May 2026). 

• 

58

 

(58) European Alternative Fuel Observatory. Electrification of rail infrastructure. 

https://alternative-fuels-observatory.ec.europa.eu/transport-mode/rail 
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Figure 35: Electrification of the rail network in the EU (2023) 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025. 

59 60

 

(59) Draghi, M. (2024). The future of European competitiveness: A competitiveness strategy for 

Europe (Part A). 

(60) Letta, E. (2024). Much more than a market: Empowering the Single Market to deliver a 

sustainable future and prosperity for all EU citizens. 

(61) COM(2025) 903 final. Connecting Europe through High-Speed Rail. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/commission-launches-plan-accelerate-

high-speed-rail-across-europe-2025-11-05_en 
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Figure 36: Length of the high-speed rail network in the EU (2000-2023, km) and 
breakdown between Member States (2023) 

Source: European Commission. EU transport in figures. Statistical pocketbook 2025.Shares based on km. 

• 

62

• 

63

• 

 

(62) European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA, 2025). European Aviation Environmental 

Report 2025, p. 118. 

(63) European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) & European Environment Agency (EEA). 

(2025). European Maritime Transport Environmental Report 2025. EEA-EMSA Joint Report 

15/2024. https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/maritime-transport-2025 

     

     

     

     

      

      

                        

  
     
   

  
     
   

  
     
   

  
     
  

  
   
  

  
   
  

  
   
  

  
   
  

  
   
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/maritime-transport-2025


Transport and tourism in the European Union 

52 

4.3.2. Infrastructure funding 

 

(64) World Bank; Arvis, Jean-François; Herrera Dappe, Matias; Ulybina, Daria; Wiederer, 

Christina. Connecting to Compete 2025 : The New Logistics Performance Indicators 2.0 

(English). Washington, D.C. World Bank Group. 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099042226142014971 

(65) Proposal for a Regulation of the European parliament and of the Council establishing the 

Connecting Europe Facility for the period 2028-2034, amending Regulation (EU) 2024/1679 

and repealing Regulation (EU) 2021/1153. COM(2025) 547 final. 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099042226142014971
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5. Safety and security of the transport system  

• 

66

Figure 37: Persons killed in road accidents by NUTS2 region (2024) 

Source: Eurostat. Road traffic accidents by type of accident and main vehicle involved [tran_r_acci]. 2022 

data for Greece. 

 

(66) European Commission (24 March 2026). 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_672 
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69

 

(67) European Commission. European Commission proposes updated requirements for driving 

licences and better cross-border enforcement (1 March 2023). 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/european-commission-proposes-updated-
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(71) European Union Agency for Railways (ERA). Safety Overview 2025. 
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6. Social dimension of mobility 

 

 

6.1. Issues affecting the transport workforce 
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https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/employment-and-social-developments-europe-addressing-labour-shortages-and-skills-gaps-eu-2023_en
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Figure 38

 85

 

(84) International Road Transport Union (IRU, 21 December 2023). Global driver shortages: 

2023 year in review. https://www.iru.org/news-resources/newsroom/global-driver-

shortages-2023-year-review 

(85) European Commission. Women in Transport – EU Platform for Change. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/social-issues-equality-and-attractiveness-

transport-sector/equality/women-transport-eu-platform-change_en 

(86) European Commission (2025). Women in transport - EU Platform for Change: 25 

recommendations to attract, recruit and retain women in the transport sector.  

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2832/1448625 

 

Figure 38: Share of woman employed in 
the transport sector in 2015 and 2025 

 

Source: Eurostat. Employed persons by detailed 

economic activity (NACE Rev. 2 two-digit level) 

(2008-2026) [lfsa_egan22d]. 
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6.2. Accessibility of transport and transport poverty 

91

 

(87) Eurostat. Structural Business Statistics data Employment by sex, age and detailed 

economic activity (from 2008 onwards, NACE Rev. 2 two-digit level), 2023 (accessed 24 

February 2025). 

(88) European Commission. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/young-people-

and-transport-jobs-making-transport-careers-more-attractive-2025-10-15_en 

(89) European Commission. https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/social-issues-

equality-and-attractiveness-transport-sector/equality/diversity-transport_en 

(90) Commission Recommendation (EU) 2024/236 of 29 November 2023. 

(91) Eurostat. Household final consumption expenditure by purpose (COICOP 2018) 

[nama_10_cp18]. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/young-people-and-transport-jobs-making-transport-careers-more-attractive-2025-10-15_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/young-people-and-transport-jobs-making-transport-careers-more-attractive-2025-10-15_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/social-issues-equality-and-attractiveness-transport-sector/equality/diversity-transport_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/social-issues-equality-and-attractiveness-transport-sector/equality/diversity-transport_en
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Figure 39: Evolution of EU consumer prices and household expenditure on transport 

 

Source: Eurostat. HICP annual data (average index/rate of change) [prc_hicp_aind]. Eurostat. Household 

final consumption expenditure of households by purpose (COICOP 2018) [nama_10_cp18]. 
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(92) European Commission (2023). Skills shortages and recruitment challenges in transport: 

Towards resilient transport labour markets. https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2767/447353 

(93) European Commission (22 May 2025). Recommendations for Member States to help tackle 

transport poverty and promote fair, sustainable mobility. 

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/recommendations-member-states-help-

tackle-transport-poverty-and-promote-fair-sustainable-mobility-2025-05-22_en 
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(94)  Joint Research Centre (JRC). Transport Poverty Hub – Voilà Dashboard. 

https://jeodpp.jrc.ec.europa.eu/eu/vaas/voila/render/mobitrans/transportpoverty/TransportP

overtyHub.ipynb 

https://jeodpp.jrc.ec.europa.eu/eu/vaas/voila/render/mobitrans/transportpoverty/TransportPovertyHub.ipynb
https://jeodpp.jrc.ec.europa.eu/eu/vaas/voila/render/mobitrans/transportpoverty/TransportPovertyHub.ipynb
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7. Tourism 
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(95) European Commission. Package Travel Directive. https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-

topic/consumer-protection-law/travel-and-timeshare-law/package-travel-directive_en 

(96) Including: 

- Regulation (EC) No 261/2004 (air passengers rights). 

- Regulation (EC) 1107/006 (rights of disabled persons and persons with reduced 

mobility travelling by air). 

- Regulation (EU) 181/2011 (rights of passengers in bus and coach transport). 

- Regulation (EU) 1177/2010 (rights of passengers when travelling by sea and inland 

waterway). 

- Regulation (EU) 2021/782 (rail passengers’ rights and obligations).  

https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-topic/consumer-protection-law/travel-and-timeshare-law/package-travel-directive_en
https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-topic/consumer-protection-law/travel-and-timeshare-law/package-travel-directive_en
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100

102

 
(97) Regulation (EU) 2024/1028 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 April 2024 

on data collection and sharing relating to short-term accommodation rental services and 

amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1724. 

(98) Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 2011 

concerning European statistics on tourism and repealing Council Directive 95/57/EC. 

(99) European Commission. EU Ecolabel Tourist Accommodation. 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel/eu-ecolabel-tourist-

accommodation_enh  

(100) C(2023)4787 Communication from the Commission – Towards a Common European 

Tourism Data Space: Boosting data sharing and innovation across the tourism ecosystem.  

(101) European Commission (15 June 2026). https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-

events/news/commission-welcomes-landmark-agreement-revised-air-passenger-rights-

2026-06-15_en 

(102)  European Commission (2022). Transition pathway for tourism. 
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2873/344425 

(103) European Commission (2025). Transition pathway for tourism. 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2873/1096076 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel/eu-ecolabel-tourist-accommodation_enh
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel/eu-ecolabel-tourist-accommodation_enh
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/commission-welcomes-landmark-agreement-revised-air-passenger-rights-2026-06-15_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/commission-welcomes-landmark-agreement-revised-air-passenger-rights-2026-06-15_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/commission-welcomes-landmark-agreement-revised-air-passenger-rights-2026-06-15_en
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2873/344425
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2873/1096076
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Figure 40: Transition pathway for tourism (TTP) progress 

 

Source: European Commission. Transition pathway for tourism – Taking stock of progress by 2024 (p4). 

Table 1 - European Capitals of Smart Tourism (104) 

 European Capitals of Smart Tourism 
European Green Pioneers of Smart 

Tourism 

2019 Helsinki (FI), Lyon (FR)  

2020 Gothenburg (SE), Málaga (ES)  

2022 Bordeaux (FR), Valencia (ES)  

2023 Pafos (CY), Seville (ES)  

2024 Dublin (IE) Grosseto (IT) 

2025 Torino (IT) Benidorm (ES) 

2026 Tampere (FI) Dubrovnik (HR) 

 

 

(104) European Commission. Winners and Finalists – European Capital and Green Pioneer of 

Smart Tourism. https://smart-tourism-capital.ec.europa.eu/winners-and-finalists_en 

https://smart-tourism-capital.ec.europa.eu/winners-and-finalists_en
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106   

Figure 41: Nights spent in tourist accommodations in the EU (2025, million) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Nights spent at tourist accommodation establishments - monthly data [tour_occ_nim]. 

 

 

(105) Council of the European Union (1 December 2022). Council conclusions on the European 

Agenda for Tourism 2030. Document ST 15441/2022 INIT. 

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-15441-2022-INIT/en/pdf 

(106) European Commission. Coastal tourism – EU Blue Economy Observatory. https://blue-

economy-observatory.ec.europa.eu/eu-blue-economy-sectors/coastal-tourism_en 
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Figure 42: Nights spent by international guests (2024) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Tourism statistics - annual results for the accommodation sector [tour_occ_ninraw]. 

Figure 43: Arrivals at tourist accommodation establishments (million) 

Source: Eurostat. Arrivals at tourist accommodation establishments - monthly data [tour_occ_ninraw]. 

 

(107) https://www.unwto.org/tourism-data/un-tourism-tourism-dashboard 

(108) Eurostat (1 April 2026).  Tourism nights booked via platforms hit nearly 1 billion  

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/ddn-20260401-1  
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Figure 44: Net occupancy rate of bed-places and bedrooms in hotels and similar 
accommodation 

 

Source: Eurostat. Net occupancy rate of bed-places and bedrooms in hotels and similar accommodation 

(NACE Rev. 2, I, 55.1) (from 2012 onwards) [tin00180]. 

 

Figure 45: Trips made by EU residents by purpose, duration and destination (2024, 
million) 

 

Source: Eurostat. Trips by purpose [tour_dem_ttpur]. 
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110

Figure 46: Direct Economic Contribution of Tourism (% of GVA or GDP, 2023) 

  

Source: https://tourism-dashboard.ec.europa.eu. Indicator Map view > Socio-economic pillar > Direct 

economic contribution of tourism. Data not available for all MS. 

Figure 47: Share of employment in the tourism ecosystem (%, 2024) 

  

 

(109) The methodology of the Tourism Satellite Accounts, developed jointly by UN Tourism, the 

UN Statistics Division, OECD and Eurostat, quantifies tourism’s direct economic 

contribution, using concepts consistent with national accounts. Its last edition covered 2022 

and, to a lesser extent, 2023, but not all EU Member States contribute to this exercise. 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-reports/w/ks-01-26-018 

(110) European Commission. Annual Single Market Report 2021. SWD/2021/351 final (p210). 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52021SC0351. The methodology 

includes part of total transport activity, reflecting the passenger transport sector. 

Data accessible through the European Commission, DG GROW, Industrial Ecosytems 

Indicators Dashboard (2023) [PowerBI dashboard], accessed on 04 August 2025. 
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https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiOGI1NDY3MDctMTViZC00NTk2LTgzYzgtODRlNTViNTg3OWI1IiwidCI6ImIyNGM4YjA2LTUyMmMtNDZmZS05MDgwLTcwOTI2ZjhkZGRiMSIsImMiOjh9
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Transport and tourism in the European Union 

70 

Source: https://tourism-dashboard.ec.europa.eu. Indicator Map view > Socio-economic pillar > Share of 

employment in the tourism ecosystem. 

  

 

  

Figure 48: Tourist expenditure evolution and figures for 2024 (EUR PPS) 

Source: Eurostat. Expenditure by detailed country/world region of the main destination of the trip 

[tour_dem_extotw]. 
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Figure 49: Tourism seasonality (2024) 

 

Source: https://tourism-dashboard.ec.europa.eu. Indicator Map view > Socio-economic pillar > Tourism 

seasonality. Alternative seasonality indicators available in https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php?title=Seasonality_in_the_tourist_accommodation_sector.

  

Figure 50: Tourism enterprises and 
employees by size (2025, %) 

Source: European Commission, DG GROW, 

Industrial Ecosystems Indicators Dashboard 

(2023) [PowerBI dashboard], accessed on 20 

May 2026 (111). 

    

 

(111) https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/99c8dec9-fe1a-42fa-8f48-

1f68c766708e/92f9d6ab5d56c8a2c8ce?experience=power-bi 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

     

            

     

          

     

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

                     

                                  

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Seasonality_in_the_tourist_accommodation_sector
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Seasonality_in_the_tourist_accommodation_sector


Transport and tourism in the European Union 

72 

Figure 51: Tourism intensity (nights spent / capita)  

 

Source: https://tourism-dashboard.ec.europa.eu. Indicator Map view > Socio-economic pillar > Tourism 

intensity. 
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8. Country factsheets 
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8.1. Belgium 

8.1.1. Country factsheet 
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8.1.2. Facts and figures 
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8.2. Bulgaria 

8.2.1. Country factsheet 
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8.2.2. Facts and figures                                           
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8.3. Czechia 

8.3.1. Country factsheet 
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8.4. Denmark 

8.4.1. Country factsheet 
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8.5. Germany 

8.5.1. Country factsheet 
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8.6. Estonia 

8.6.1. Country factsheet 
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8.6.2. Facts and figures 
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8.7. Greece 

8.7.1. Country factsheet 
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8.8. Ireland 
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8.8.2. Facts and figures 
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8.9. Spain 

8.9.1. Country factsheet 
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8.9.2. Facts and figures                                       

                                                                                            

              

     

        

                                                 

                              

                                     
                                                                           

                                                   

                              

                                         
                                                                           

                                              

                              

                                                                                   
                                                                           

                                               

                                              

                                               

                              

                                
                                                                           

                              

                                                                           

                              

                                              
                                                                           

                                                 

                              

                      
                                                                           

                              

                                                   

  

  

    

                    

                     

    

    

    

     

    

    

    

     

      
     

        

       
       

         
    

                   

    

    

    

     

    

    

     

     

         

      
         

        

    

                   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

    

    

                    

          

                   

  

   

   

   

   

    

    
              

                               

                   

 
   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

                  
           

                                     

                   

 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
         

                

          

 
  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

  

     

     

     

     

    
         

    
           

        

          

                              

                   

 

   

    

    

    

  
     
     
     
     
      
      

           
         

      
         

          

  
      
      
      
      
       
       

  
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

    
         

    
           

          

       

                           

    

                                  

                             

      

        

        

                            

                                                                            
                               

                                                                        
         

                                                                   
             

                                   

                                                                        
                                                                          
                                               

                                                                            
                                      

                                                                              
                                                                               
                                                              



Transport and tourism in the European Union 

117 

 

 

                          

                                                    

                              
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                       

                              
                                                                                      
                                                                                 

              

                                 
                                                                       
                                    
                                                              

                                                           
                                                                 

                                     
                                                                     
                                                                    
                              

                                                         
                              

                                                     

                

           

      
          

      
             

                           
            

                
          

                              

                                                  

                          
                                                        
                                                        

                                                       
                                                           
            

                                                              
                                                               
                                                         
                         

                                        

                              

                                                  

                              

                                                                              

                                      

                              

                                                                           

                                  

                              

                                                  

  

    

                              

                                                                           
                                                                            

 

  

  

  

  

   

   

   

   

                        

       

   
      
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

                                                

                        

                            

  

  

  

  

                                            

                                  

                                     
          

         
      

       
                       

             

         
      

       
                          

             

                                 
                 

      
      

       
                     

             

                                  
          

       
    

      
                        

             

                              
                 

         
      

       
                    

             



Transport and tourism in the European Union 

118 

 

 

              

                                                                                         

                       
     

              

     

                              

                                                                           

               

          

      
              

                                                                                               

                              

                                                                           

                                               

                              

                                                                           

                                                       

                              

                                                                           

  

     
           

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

                        

                            

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                        

                              

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

                                    

                

                              

                                                              

   

   

  

   

   

   

     

  

                                               

                              



Transport and tourism in the European Union 

119 
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8.12. Italy 
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8.13.2. Facts and figures 
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8.14. Latvia 

8.14.1. Country factsheet 

                                      

                        

                                    

                                   

                            

     
                  
        
                
          

           
           
        

        
           
        

     
           
        

                   
           
        

           
           
        

        
           
        

     
           
        

                   
           
        

                
                  
        
                

                                   

                            



Transport and tourism in the European Union 

138 

 

 

                                  

                                

                    
            

                  
        
                
          

           
           
        

        
           
        

     
           
        

                   
           
        

                    
          

                  
        
                
          

                  
            

                  
        
                
          

           
           
        

        
           
        

     
           
        

                   
           
        

                  
          

                  
        
                
          

                                   

                                                  
                            

                                   

                                                    
                            



Transport and tourism in the European Union 

139 

8.14.2. Facts and figures 
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8.15. Lithuania 

8.15.1. Country factsheet 
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8.15.2. Facts and figures 
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8.16. Luxembourg 

8.16.1. Country factsheet 
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8.17. Hungary  

8.17.1. Country factsheet 
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8.18. Malta 

8.18.1. Country factsheet 
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8.18.2. Facts and figures 
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8.19. Netherlands 

8.19.1. Country factsheet 
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8.19.2. Facts and figures                                                 
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8.20. Austria 

8.20.1. Country factsheet 
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8.21. Poland 

8.21.1. Country factsheet 
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8.21.2. Facts and figures 
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8.22. Portugal 

8.22.1. Country factsheet 
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8.22.2. Facts and figures 
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8.23. Romania 
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Getting in touch with the EU 

In person 

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. 
You can find the address of the centre nearest you online (european-
union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en). 

On the phone or in writing 

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European 
Union. You can contact this service: 

– by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for 
these calls), 

– at the following standard number: +32 22999696, 
– via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en. 

Finding information about the EU 

Online 

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is 
available on the Europa website (european-union.europa.eu). 

EU publications 

You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. 
Multiple copies of free publications can be obtained by contacting Europe 
Direct or your local documentation centre (european-union.europa.eu/contact-
eu/meet-us_en). 

EU law and related documents 

For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 
in all the official language versions, go to EUR-Lex (eur-lex.europa.eu). 

EU open data 

The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU 
institutions, bodies and agencies. These can be downloaded and reused for 
free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal also 
provides access to a wealth of datasets from European countries. 

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publications
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
https://data.europa.eu/
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